Counties and Boroughs (Ireland) Bill. 



ARRANGEMENT OE CLAUSES. 



ClaoBe. 

1. Councils established in each county. 

2. Each barony to elect three members of council. 

3. One-third part of council to retire every ycai\ 

dj. Every person on last list of ratepayers and cesspayers to be 
eligible for election. 

5. Qualification of electors. 

6. Peers and women entitled to vote. 

7. Election regulations. 

8. Application of Corrupt Practices Act. 

9. Election expenses. 

10. Constabulary to post notices. 

11. Regulation of boundaries. 

12. Appointment of polling places. 

13. Councils to be corporations. 

14. Powers of councils. 

15. Powers of grand juries and other bodies abolished. 

16. Property to vest in councils. 

17. Contracts to continue in force. 

18. Liability of baronies continued. 

19. Transfer to county council of licensing powers as respects 

intoxicating liquors. 

20. Transfer to coxmty council of regulatioi^ in respect of fairs 

and markets. 

21. Council, &c. not to be interested in any contract or hold ofiSce 

of profit under the council. 

22. Nomination of sheriffs. 

23. Meetings of county councils. 

24. Election of chairman and vice-chairman. 

25. EstabUshment of district councils. 

[BiU 9.] a 
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District Councils. 

Clause. 

26. Area of county districts. 

27. Qualification of electors. 

28. Number of members of district councils. 

29. Election regulations. 

30. Ee-arrangement of boundaries where union extends to two 

counties. 

31. Union and division to continue liable for debts. 

32. Who can be members of council. 

33. Powers and duties of council. 

34. Transfer of dog licences to county council. 

35- Restriction on Local Government Board. 

36. Consent of county council to supersession of district council. 

37. Transfer of powers from Local Government Board to councils. 

38. Saving of rights of town authoriti(is. 

39- Establishment of baths, &c. in towns. 

40. Extension of municipal suffrage. 

41. Penalties to be recovered. 

42. Application of penalties. 

43. Division of county rates and towu rates between owner and 

occupier. 

44. Costs of promoting or opposing parliamentary and other 

proceedings for benefit of inhabitants to be charged on 
borough and local funds, except in certain cases. 

46. Saving of rights of existing ofldcials. 

46. Short title. 

47. Definition. 
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1 



A 

B I L L 



TO 

Amend the Law relating to the Government of Comities and 
Boroughs in Ireland. 

B e it tinactcd by the Queen’s most EsccUont Mfiiesty, by and 
witli the advice and consent ol' the Lords S])U’itual and 
Temporal, and Commons, in this present Pariiameut assembled, 
and by the authority of the same, as fallows : 

5 Part I. 

County Councils. 

1. On and after the first day of Jamianj next, tliere shall be in 
every comity in Ireland a county council, to be constituted in 
manner beroin-after mentioned. 

10 2. On the first Monday in December in this present year, tlio 

('lectors ul' eacli barony sluiU elect in manner liereiu-after men- 
tioned three fit and proper persons to be members of such county 
council, and on the same Monday in December one thousand eight 
hundred and ninety, and in every succeeding yeai*, each barony 
15 shall elect one member of such council. 

3. One of the three members for each barony flrst elected shall 
retii’e every year, the first and second amongst those first elected 
to retire being determined by lot, and thereafter the member who 
shall liave been longest in office, reckoning from his last election, 
20 shall be the one to retire. 

4. Every person whose name appears on the last made rate for 
the relief of the poor and on the last list of payers of county cess 
shall he capable of being elected a member of a conniy council ; 
provided that if at any time the name of any member of a 
25 county council shall cease to appear on the li.st of ratepayers and 
cesspayers, such member shall ipso facto ho disqualified to act as 
member of a county council. 

[Bill 9.] A 
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5. Tho electors of each barony shall e.ach year bo those who are 

entitled to vote in that year at parliamentary elections, and at 
the first election of members of the county couiicils each elector 
shall be entitled to vote for the full number of members to l)o 
elected ; provided always, that no elector shall be entitled to give 5 
more than one vote for each memlier to be elected or to vote in 
more than one barony or one county. For the purposes of elections 
held under this Act tho revising barrister shall bo bound to add to 
the list of electors by parliamentary polling districts tlie list of 
electors by baronies. 10 

6 . Persons who if they were not peers would be qualified to vote 
at elections of members of Parliament, and women who would be 
entitled to vote for poor law guardians, sliaLl be entitled to vote 
at the election of a member of a county council ; and a list of such 
persons shall be arlded each year by the revising barristers to the 15 
list of parliamentary voters for each county. 

7. All elections of members of county councils shall bo held in 
the same manner as elections of members of Parliament, and shall 
be regulated by the Ballot Act, 1872, so far as the said Act relates 

to the mode of election of member's of Parliament ; provided that 20 
the sections and provisions of said Act where they are inconsistent 
with this Act shall not apply to the elections to be held under this 
Act. 

8. The provisions of the Corrupt and Illegal Practices 
Preventions Act, 1888, so far as the said Act applies to Ireland, 25 
shall he applicable to the election of members of the county 
councils. 

9. The expensc'i of returning officers at tho election of a member 
or members of a county council shall be defrayed by the council 
out of the county rate ; provided that any candidate who fails to 30 
poll at least one fourth of the total number of electors in the 
barony for which he seeks to be elected shall defray the entire 
amount of such expenses. 

10. The returning officer shall be entitled to require the con- 
stabulary of the county in which any election may take place to 35 
post all notices required to be given for the carrying out of this 
Act. 

11 . As soon as conveniently may be after the passing of this 
Act, the Lord Lieutenant and Privy Council shall, for tho purposes 

of repri'scntation in the county coiuicQ, by an Order in Council, 40 
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direct that the boundaries of the bawiiies in every county in which igag. 
the number of baronies is less than ten, sliall be varied so as to — 

increase the number of baronies in every such county to ten, and 
the ratepayers of any barony to which sucli order applies shall, for 
5 all piu’poses of the election, be deemed to be ratepayers of the 
barony to which they arc by such order annexed. 

12 . At the first election of members of the county council, the Appointment 
polling shall ho at the places in which the presentment sessions for 
the barony arc at present held. At all succeeding elections, the 
10 county councils shall have power to appoint other polling places 
for each barony, and the regulations herein made for the fii’st 
election shall continue in force until the couuty council shall have 
made byelaws regulating such elections. 

Fowers of County Coundla. 

1.5 13 . Each county coimcil elected in the manner herein-before ConnoUa to 

described shall have perpetual succession by the name and title ^»corpota- 
of the council of the county for which it is elected. It shall bo 
cfipablc of suing and being sued, shall have a common seal, be 
capable of acquiring and holding land, have the powei- of making 
20 byelaws, and appointing such officers, subject to the approval of 
the Local Government Board, as to it may seem fit, and shall have 
and enjoy and be subject to all such rights, powers, and restric- 
tions as by law belong to municipal bodies corporate. Provided 
always, that no byelaws so made by the council shall have any 
25 force or effect unless and until same shall be allowed by the Local 
Government Board, which allowance shall not be given until a 
period of twenty-one days after a copy of such byelaws has been 
published under the common seal of the council ; and immediately 
on any byelaw being passed by the council, same shall be printed, 

30 and a printed copy of same shall be kept in the office of the council 
to be inspected by any one who shall desire so to do. 

14. From and after the first day of January next the council powers of 
of each county shall be capable of exercising, and shall liave and couneas. 
exercise all such powers, duties, and authorities in relation to all 
36 matters, acts, and things which may now be lawfully done by — 

(1.) the presentment session and the grand jury ; 

(2.) the boards of district lunatic asylums where such exist in 
any county ; 

(3.) the town authorities established under the following Acts, 

40 ninth George the Fourth, chapter eighty-two, and seventeenth 
and eighteenth Victoria, chapter one hundred and three, save 
[9.] ' A 2 
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where such authorities exist iu towns which contained according 
to the census of one thousand eight hundred and eighty-one a 
population of over two thousand : 
and the county council sliall as respects the business of tliis Act 
transferred to it from the grand jury, the boards of district lunatic 6 
asylums, and the town authorities aforesaid, shall have and be 
subject to all tlie powers, duties, and liabilities which the grand 
jiuy, the boards of district lunatic asylums, and the town 
authorities as aforesaid had or were subject to in respect of tlie 
iDusincss so transferred : 10 

Provided that nothing in tins Act coutaiued sluill affect the power 
of tlio grand jury to find indictments. 

15. From and after day of January next it shall not bo 

lawful for any grand jury of a county, of a county of a city, or 

of a county of a town, or for any board of district lunatic asylums, 15 
or for any town authority as licrein-bcforc specified, to do any 
matter, act, or thing in relation to tho business transferred as 
aforesaid to the county councils, and from and after tho aforesaid 
clay, all the powers, duties, liabilities of the grand jury, tho boards 
of district lunatic asylums, and tho town authorities aforesaid in 20 
respect of the business transfcn’cd from them as aforesaid, sball 
absolutely cease and determine. 

16. From and after tho first day of Jamiary next, all propci;ty 
of what nature or kind whatsoever, which is now held by any 
grand jury, board of district lunatic asylums, or town authority as 26 
aforesaid, shall bo and become the property of the county council 

of each county respectively. 

17. No contract heretofore entered into by or with or on behalf 
of any grand jury, any board of district lunatic asylum, or any 
town authority as aforesaid, shall be in any manner affected or 30 
impaired by anything in this Act contained, but all such contracts, 
and all rights or liabilities arising therefrom, shall remain in full 
force and effect; and the county council shall, as to all such 
contracts and rights and liabilities, bo in the same position as if the 
contract bad been made by or with it, or iu trust for it, i]\stead of 35 
by or with the several bodies as aforesaid, and it sliall have, in 
relation to all such contracts and matters, the same power as any of 
the bodies aforesaid would have had if this .lict had not been passed. 

18. Each barony of every county shall continue liable for all 
debts, obligations, liabilities, and guarantees due, by, or imposed 40 
upon it at the passing of this Act, and in case any barony shall for 
the purposes of this Act be divided, it shall to the extent of its 
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valuations still rcmaiti liable to a ijroportionale pai‘t such debts, a.T). 1889. 
obligations, and guarantees as aforesaid. — 

19 . On tlie appointed day, all such powers, duties, and liabilities Tmuafcr to 
with respect to the granting of licences for bouses and premises for of 

5 the sale of any intoxicating bquor as are vested in the county court licensmg 
judge and in tbc justices of a county, shall be transferred to the 
council of such county ; and where the justices at the nr.rmnt intoxicating 
licensing petty sessions refuse to sign a certificate of renewal of any 
licence or to grant a new licence for houses or premises for the sale 
10 of any intoxicating liquor, any person who fools aggrieved by such 
refusal may appeal therefrom to the coimty council, and the coimty 
council or such committee thereof as it may appoint to consider such 
appeal, shall have power to hear and determine such appeal, and 
for the purposes thereof shall have all the powers which may 
15 be exercised by the county court at tho date of the passing of 
this Act. 

20. On the day appointed all such powei^ and duties in reference Tran.sfei 
to the regulation of fairs and markets and the collection of toils 
thereat;, as at the time of the passing of this Act arc vested in and regulations 

20 exorcised by , shall bn transferred to the county |y, '■‘aspect oi' 

council : Provided that no regulation made by tho county council mnrketa. 
shall he valid if it contravenes any right of the Crown in respect of 
tho holding of fairs and markets. 

21. N o member of the county council, or any of their officers or CouocLi, &c. 
25 servants, shall he directly or indirectly ooncerned in or have any 

interest in any contract for any work, or tho supply of any in.attcr any contiaci. 
or thing to bo paid for out of the county fund ; and no members of 
the council shall be appointed to or hold any office or place of under the 
profit uuder the council, or receive any emolument out of the 
30 county fund ; and if any member of tho council shall offend herein, 
he shall be incapable of continuing a member of the council, and 
his place in the same shall be vacant ; and he shall be liable to a 
penalty of one hundred pounds, to be recovered, wdth full costs of 
suit, in an action in any one of the superior courts of law at suit 
35 of tbc county council, or if the council shall not commence such 
action within one month after a notice shall bo delivered to the 
secretary, signed by any three ratepayers, calling on them to bring 
such action, then at the suit of any ratepayer who will sue for the 
same within three months. 

40 22. The coimty council for everj'^ county shall at the meeting Nomination 

of such council wliich shall take place next before the first day of 
December in eveiy year, after the present year select three persons 
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A.l). 1889. qualified to fill tlie office of sheriff for such county, and shall, 
within fourteen days thereafter, notify to the Lord Lieutenant of 
Ireland the names of the persons so selected, and the Lord 
Lieutenant shall within seven days from the receipt by him of 
such notification appoint one of the persons so selected to execute 6 
the office of sheriff for such county, with the like duties and powers 
as the sheriff or person filling the office of sheriff would have had 
if this Act had not passed, and the person so appointed shall on 
the ensuing first day of January^ or so soon thereafter as he shall 
have taken the oaths now required by law, have and exercise the 10 
said office of sheriff until his successor shall have been appointed 
and likewise taken the oaths required by law. 

In case any county council shall in any year neglect or refuse 
to select three persons qualified to fill the office of sheriff, and to 
notify the names of the persons so selected to the Lord Lieutenant 15 
on the day or within the time, and in manner provided by this Act, 
it shall he lawful for the Lord Lieutenant at any time before the 
sixteenth day of December then nest ensuing to appoint a fit peraon 
to be such sheriff, and every person so appointed shall, as soon, 
as he shall have taken the oaths now required by law, have and 20 
exercise all the powers, privileges, and duties pertaining to a sheriff 
appointed under this Act. 

If any person appointed sheriff under this Act shall become 
incapable of acting before he enters on his office, or sliall die or be 
superseded, the council to which the appointment of such sheriff 25 
belongs shall, within one week after notice of the sheriff being 
superseded, or of a vacancy, death or incapacity as aforesaid, at a 
meeting duly convened for that purpose, select throe persons qualified 
to fill the said vacancy, and shall, within seven days thereafter, 
notify to the Lord Lieutenant the names of the persons so selected, 80 
and the Lord Lieutenant shall within seven days from the receipt 
by him of such notification, appoint one of tlie persons so selected 
to fill the said vacancy, or be in the room of the person who has 
died or been superseded or become incapable. 

A person shall not by reason of being appointed sheriff for any 35 
county bo disqualified from being a member of the council for such 
county ; nor shall a person be disqualified from being appointed 
sheriff for any county by reason of his being a member of the 
county council for such county. 

23. The council of each county shall assemble on the first 4i0 
Monday in the month of Jamiary everj^ year. Its first meeting 
shall be held at noon in the grand jury room of the county oourt- 
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house, and its subsequent meetings at such place in the county A.D. 1889. 
and on such days as it may from time to time appoint. 

24. The county council shall at its first meeting in each yeai* Election of 
elect a member of the council to be chairman, and another to be chairman 
5 vice-chairman for the ensuing year, and may at any meeting duly chairm^. 
convened, fill up a vacancy arising in either of such offices. The 
presiding officer of the council shall have an additional or* casting 
vote in case of an equality of votes at the council. 



Part II. 

10 District Cowcils. 

25. Every county shall be divided into county districts, and Establish- 

there shall, ou and after a day to be appointed by the county 
council, be a district council in each district. councils. 

26. Such districts shall be, as nearly as practicable, conterminfriis Area of 
15 with the existing poor law unions, and eaoh such district shall be 

divided into electoral divisions, which shall be as nearly as prac- 
ticable conterminous with the existing electoral divisions of the 
existing poor law unions. 

27. The persons entitled to vote in the election of members for Qualification 
20 the district council shall be those who would be qualified to vote in electors. 

the election of members for a county council, and shall, elect the 
members for the district council in the manner herein-before 
provided for the election of members for the county council, and 
subject to all the provisions in this Act for the election of members 
25 for the county council. 

28. The electors of each electoral division shall elect as fit and Number of 
proper persons to be members for the district council twice the 
number of persons for each electoral division which such electoral councils, 
divisiou was at the time of ihe passing of this Act entitled to elect 

30 as members of a board of poor law guardians. Each elector may 
vote for the full number of members for the district councils to be 
elected ; but no elector shall give more than one vote, or vote in 
more than one electoral division, or in more than one district or 
county. 

35 29. The members of the district council shall be elected on the Election 

first Monday in March in every year after the present year. One regulations. : 
bn, If of the members of each district council shall retire every year, 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




8 



A.I>. 1889. 



Re-arrtuige- 
munt of 
boandaricR 
wlievc nnioii 
extends to 
two couiitieB. 



Union and 
division to. 
coiitinuG 
iinl)lo for 
debts. 



“Wlio con be 
members of 
council. 



Fowerfi anil 
tIuLies of 
ciiiindl. 



' Transfer of 
dog licences 
to county- 
council. 



licatrictiou 
on Local 
Grovemuont 
Boonl. 



Conntiest and Boroughs {Ireland). [52 Vior.] 

the persons first to retire heing determined by lot, :md thereafter 
the members who shall have been longest in office, reckoning from 
their last election, shall be those to retire. 

30. For the purposes of representation in the district council it 

shall be lawful for the Lord Lieutenant, by an Order in Council, in 5 
any case w'herc a poor law union or electoral division shall extend 
into two or more counties, to re-arrange the boundaries of every 
such union and electoral division so as to keep the whole of evei'y 
such union and electoral division mtliin the county in which the 
same arc situate. 10 

31. Each union and each electoral division shall continue liable for 
all debts, obligations, liabilities, and giiwantces duo by or imposed 
upon it at the passing of this Act, and in case any union or electoral 
division shall for the purposes of this Act be divided, it shall to the 
extent of its valuations remain liable to a proportionate part of 15 
such debts, obligations, and guarantees as aforesaid. 

32. Every person capable of lacing elected member of a county 

council shall be capable of being elected memljcr of a district 
council, and no other. Each district council shall meet at such 
time.s and iu such places as tliu county council may rlirect. 20 

Poioers and JkUiea of the BMiict Qouiwils. 

33. There shall on a day to bo appointed by the county council 
bo transferred to the district council i'or each district the powers, 
duties, property, debts, and liabilities of the boai-d of guardians for 
the poor law union corresponding with such district ; and such 25 
board of guardians shall cease to exist and the district council sliall 

bo deemed to be in law the successors of such board of guardums : 
Provided that the district council and the authority of any town or 
lx>rough having a population of over two thousand, may, with the 
consent of the county council, arrange for the exerci.se by the 30 
authority of any town or borough of all or any of its powers or 
duties as a sanitary authority within the boundaries of such town 
or borough. 

34. Ou the day appointed all such powers and duties with 
respect to tlie issuing of licences for keeping dogs as at the time of 35 
the 'peming of this Act shall he ve.sted in any other authority shall 
be transferred to the district council. 

35. ^Notwithstanding anytliing contained in tlio first and second 
Victoria, chapter fifty-six, and the thirty-fifth and thirty-sixth 
Victoria, chapter sixty-nine, it shall not be lawful for the Local 40 
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Govemment Board to supersede any district council without the a.d. isay. 
consent of the county council. — 

36. When the Local Government Board proposes to supersede Couscntoi’ 

a district council in any county the Local Government Board shall 

, o -i council to 

6 require the secretary ot the county council of such county to supciscssion 

summon a special meeting of the county council to be held within 
twenty-one days for the purpose of considering such proposal. 

In event of the disapproval by the coimty council of the proposal 
to supersede a district council not being signified to the Local 
10 Government Boart! within thirty-days of the date of their requisi- 
tion to the secretary of the county council for a special meeting as 
aforesaid, the consent of the county council i.o such proposition 
shall be assumed, and the Local Government Board shall be 
entitled to supersede the district council in the same manner as if 
15 such consent had been formally obtained. 



37. The Lord Lieutenant in Council may, on the application of 
the county council, trmisfer to the county council any of the powers 
and duties which devolve on the Local Government Board in 
relation to the district councils. 



Tniiiafer of 
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20 Paet III. 

MrNICIPAX COEPOEATIONS. 

38. Nothing in this Act contained shall be deemed to deprive Jiving of 
any town authorities in Ireland, in towns having a population of autho- 
over two thousand inhabitants, of any of the powers exercised by rities. 

25 them at the time of passing of this Act. 

39. The provisions of any Act for tbe establishment and main- Establish- 
tenance of baths and wa-shhouses and of public libraries shall be 
applicable to towns in which town authorities are or may be esta- in towns, 
blishod under the Towns Improvement (Ireland) Act, 1864), 

30 40. On and after the passing of this Act the persons entitled to 

vote for a member of a municipal corporation or town commission suffrage, 
shall be those who would be qualified to vote for members of a 
county council. 



[9.] 
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Paut IV. 

General Provisions. 

41. All penalties imposed by any byelaw made under this Act 
sliaU be recoverable in the manner provided l)y tlic Petty Sessions 
(Ireland) Act, 1851 ; and all proceedings in relation thereto sliall 5 
bo subject to and in accordance with tlie provisions of tlmt Act. 

42. All penalties imposed at any petty sessions within the county 
or borough, whether for offences against any byclaw or under any 
law or statute, shall, unless .so far as same are payable to any 
private individual, be paid over to the credit of the county or 10 
borough fund respectively. 

43. All county rates and all rates made and payable under the 

Towns Improvement (Ireland) Act, 185-1, shall be payable in equal 
slmres by the owners and occupiers of rateable property in the same 
manner as the rate for the relief of the poor. 15 

44. When in the judgment of a county council or a municipal 
corporation it is expedient for such council or corporation to 
promote or oppose any local and personal Bill or Bills in Parlia- 
ment, or to prosecute or defend any legal proceedings necossaa*y for 
the promotion or protection of the interests of the inhabitants of 20 
the district, it shall he lawful for such council or corporation 

to apply the county or borough fund respectively, or other the 
j)ublic funds or rates under the control of such council or corpo- 
ration, to the payment of the costs and expenses attending the 
same ; and when there aro several funds or rates under tlie control 26 
of such council or corporation, such council or corporation sliall 
iletermine out of wliicli fund or fund.«, rate or rates, such expense 
shall be payable, and in what proportions : Provided that nothing 
in this Act contained shall autliorise any council or corporation to 
promote any Bill in Parliament for the establishment of any gas or 30 
water works to compete with any existing gas or water company 
established under any Act of Parliament : Provided that no powers 
contained in tliis section shall apply in any case irhere the pro- 
motion of or opposition to a Bill by a council or corporation has 
been decided by Parliament to be unreasonable or vexatious. 35 

45. All persons who at the passing of this Act shall be ofidcials 
of any body whose powers arc transferred to county councils or 
districts councils under tin's Act, shall continue to hold offtce and 
shall be entitled to the same salaries, pensions, and superannuation 
allowances as heretofore, and shall be liable to perform the same or 40 
analogous duties as heretofore. 
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[62 ViCT.] Counties mid Boroughs [Ireland). 

Provided always, tliat any county council or district council shall A.D. 18«0. 
have power, with the approval of the Local Government Board, to — 
abolish any office, or to consolidate two or more offices, on payment 
to the official or officials who may l)e discharged from his, her, or 
5 their employment, by reason of such al)olition or consolidation, of 
such sum by u^ay of compensation as may be fixed by the Local 
Government Board. 

46. This Act may be cited for all purposes as the County Short title. 
Government (Ireland) Act, 1889. 

10 47. The term “ town authority ” in this Act means any municipal Definltiou. 

corpomtion, urban authority, town council, or any body of com- 
missioners formed under the Tou'ns Improvement (Ireland) Act, 
lS54i, or under a special Act. 
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Counties and norouglis 
(Irolaixd). 



B I L li 

To ftmead the Law relotiiig to the Go- 
Tornment of Comities sad Boroughs 
in Ireland. 



and beangtu in iy 

Mr. P. J Potaar, Mr. <Jareio, and Mr. Seaton.) 



Ordmd.^TUellwwoI Coimiioiu,u Printed, 
2i February IBS8. 




{Crndorten. Price ad.] 

[Bill 9.] 
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